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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, November, 2021 

7:30 pm 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman Dan Loughney.   

 

Members Present:  Chairman, Dan Loughney 

    Nick Bagley 

    Dan Gagliardi 

    Heather Kornreich 

 

Members Absent:  Andy Gonzalez 

 

Staff Present:   Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

 

Staff Absent:   Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

RETURNING CASES: 

 

1. Spencmorg LLC    Case #ARB21-15 

333 Lexington Avenue   Addition/Alterations 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called 333 Lexington Avenue.  Steven Helmes, architect of The Helmes 

Group, representing the owner Rich Stumbo appeared before the Board.   

 

Steven Helmes said this application was before this Board in September. They did receive 

variances for the project from the Zoning Board of Appeals and they will be back before the 

Planning Board next week for some minor bollard lighting and curbing on the site.   He said 

nothing has really changed since their last submission with the exception that they deleted the 

pilasters from the front façade facing Lexington Avenue.   He asked the Board to look at drawing 

#4.  He said they would like to go with James Hardi shingles on the upper level.  The split face 

block will remain but may be painted to freshen it up.  Steven Helmes said they have post and 

rail fencing going in on the site.  There will be two lights on the building; wall lighting on the 

front and the back facades and there will be two to three lit bollards on the site.  He said the 

windows are most likely Anderson, although he did reference Marvin windows.  The windows 

will be black and the building will be white with a dark charcoal roof.  They do plan on keeping 

the cupola on the roof.  He showed the Board a color rendering of the proposed changes. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked the Board if they had any questions.  Heather Kornreich asked if the 

existing concrete block was going to be painted white.  Steven Helmes indicated that it will be 

staying as it is but it may be freshened up.  He pointed out where new windows would be put in 

the building and where they would be cutting in the block. 
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MOTION:  Dan Gagliardi made a motion to approve.  Heather Kornrecih seconded the 

motion.  All Ayes. 

 

NEW CASES: 

 

1. Buckingham Properties   Case #ARB21-27 

657 Main Street    New Monument Sign 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Buckingham Properties.  Dominick Tolli representing Sign Works 

appeared before the Board.   

 

Dominick Tolli said they are making application for a single-faced monument sign.  The sign is 

not internally illuminated but they may want to spot the light at a future time.  Chairman 

Loughney asked Patti Tipa if this was sign-package compliant.  Patti Tipa said they do not have a 

monument sign at this location so this is a new application.  Chairman Loughney asked if the 

sign was dimensionally compliant.  Patti Tipa said the dimensions are fine and she had asked the 

applicant to provide photos of the intersection because it is a busy intersection.  Dominick 

 

Chairman Loughney said they is a telephone poll and a large phone equipment in this location 

and asked if it would obscure the sign.  Dominick Tolli said there is a For Rent sign in that 

location, which will be removed.  Chairman Loughney asked about the materials for the sign and 

asked if it was a stone backing an aluminum sign.  Dominick Tolli said the sign itself is an all 

metal sign and there is a false brickwork around the sign.  Chairman Loughney asked if that 

material was stone.  Dominick Tolli said it is a synthetic fabric.  He showed a sample of the 

material to the Board.  Chairman Loughney asked if the material weathers well.  Dominick Tolli 

said it does weather well.  Nick Bagley asked if they were to put spotlights on the sign, where 

would they be located.  Dominick Tolli said they would probably be on the ground.  There is no 

power at that location currently. 

 

MOTION:  Nick Bagley made a motion to approve.  Heather Kornreich seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 

2. Psychic Energy Readings   Case #ARB21-28 

291 Main Street    New Freestanding  

Mount Kisco, NY  10549   Ground Sign 

 

Chairman Loughney called Psychic Energy Reading.  Walter Oudheusden from Sign Stop 

appeared before the Board, along with Rose ______, owner of the business. 

 

Walter Oudheusden said they are proposing a new sign.  There are existing PVC posts that the 

sign will be placed in between from the previous business.  He said there are pre-existing ground 

lights.  The sign will be double-sided, perpendicular to the road.  Chairman Loughney asked if 

the sign was going to be lighted from the existing lighting.  Walter Oudheusden said it would be 

lit from the existing lights on the ground.  Chairman Loughney asked if the posts would be 
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remaining.  Walter Oudheuden said they are remaining so they made the new sign to fit between 

the posts.  Chairman Loughney asked if there was a sign in the window or if that was from the 

previous tenant.  Rose, the owner, said the sign was removed from the window as it was too 

large.   

 

Heather Kornreich asked if the owner would consider removing the pink around the white 

lettering because she thinks it make the sign less visible than more visible from a distance.  Rose 

said her graphic designer designed the sign and suggested you would want to add something to 

make it more visible.  Chairman Loughney said it could make the lettering blurry.  Heather 

Kornreich said it actually makes the letters look thinner and provides less contrast between the 

blue and the words.  Rose, said they could take it off. 

 

Chairman Loughney said if they revise the drawing, the Board could finish the approval through 

email. 

 

3. Oto Residence     Case #21-29 

59 West Way      Rooftop Solar 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called the Oto Residence, 59 West Way.  Melissa Mitchell from Sunpower 

Corporations appeared before the Board.  She said they would like to install a 7.20 Kw grid tied 

and roof mounted photovoltaic system.  There will be 18 modules of 400 watts each, 18 

microinverters and the conduits will be running from the roof.  She pointed out that the reason 

for the location of the panels is there are 7 large trees in the back of the house, which makes it 

impossible for any kind of production to take place or to place any panels on the back facing roof 

plane. 

 

Chairman Loughney said it is nice even facing the street because there is symmetry there.  He 

said he noticed that while the panels look black, the application indicates they are blue.  Melissa 

Mitchell said they are a very dark blue that look black, a blue/black.  Chairman Loughney asked 

if that was the homeowner’s choice.  Melissa Mitchell said that it is pretty standard unless the 

homeowner specifically requests blacked out panels, which is a higher wattage than these panels.  

She said in New York, their installations are pretty much the blue/black panels.  Nick Bagley 

asked the size of the panels.  Melissa Mitchell indicated that they are 20.03 square feet.  Heather 

Kornreich said one thing that stands out to her on the plan is on roof one there are two sets of 

arrays that are basically symmetrical, with the exception that the right side is down from the 

ridge and the left side is up.  She asked if the left side could be brought down and aligned with 

the right side.  Melissa Mitchell said they could do that. 

 

MOTION:  Dan Gagliardi made a motion to approve contingent on the panels being 

aligned.  Heather Kornreich seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Melissa Mitchell asked if she 

could email a rendering of the changes.  The Board agreed. 
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4. Momentum Solar    Case #ARB21-30 

70 Woodland Street    Rooftop Solar 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Momentum Solar, 70 Woodland Street.  Ed Gallagher from 

Momentum Solar appeared before the Board. 

 

Ed Gallagher referred the Board to the fourth page in their packet, sheet PV2.  He said they this 

is a 21 modules system, 7.98 Kws.  Each panel is 380 watts.  He said the electrical equipment 

would be place on the northeast side of the house next to the electrical meters.  There will be 6 

panels visible from the street on the east side of the house.  He said the panels are black and the 

grid is metallic, aluminum color.  This is a two-meter system.  Chairman Loughney asked about 

the symmetry of the panel being there are three on the left and two on the right.  Ed Gallagher 

said the entrance is a little shifted to the right.  Nick Bagley asked if the one above the entrance 

is the same size panel.  Ed Gallaher said it is the same size panel. 

 

MOTION:  Heather Kornreich made a motion to approve.  Dan Gagliardi seconded the 

motion.   All Ayes. 

 

MINUTES:    October 20, 2021  

  

Nick Bagley made a motion to approve the minutes of October 20, 2021.  Dan Gagliardi 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

TRANSITION: 

 

Chairman Loughney said this Transition section of the meeting is just a note from him, 

personally.  He said his fellow members on the Board are approved for a three-year term and the 

Chairman is approved for a one-year term.  He said the Village Manager, Ed Brancati, reached 

out to him a few weeks ago to see if he was interested in serving again, at which point he 

realized that at the end of this year would be his fifth year and his plan all along was to serve for 

six years.  Chairman Loughney said he gave the Village Manager his notice that he would serve 

through 2022 but then would be stepping away from the Board.  He said he presents this now 

because it is a great opportunity for people in Town who want to contribute to join this Board or 

other positions that are available.  If anyone is interested, the could email the Village Manager, 

Ed Brancati.  His email is available on the website.  Chairman Loughney said there is a brief but 

formal interview process, you provide some information and background, you provide your 

resume and then there are some interviews.  So, if you would love to serve, we would love to 

speak to you. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Loughney, Chairman 

 

/pat. 


